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Geared to college-level participants and adults interested in 
deepening their understanding of the architectural 
discipline,this experience provides an opportunity to learn 
about architecture side-by-side with faculty and students at The 
School of Architecture.
 
During the program, participants will investigate the basics of 
design and representation, a brief history of Frank Lloyd Wright, 
the stunning campuses of Arcosanti and Cosanti, and the 
evolution of the Shelter Program. The studio presents 
techniques in architectural design process, drawing, and 
three-dimensional modeling. Participants complete a final 
architectural project responding to a design challenge and 
present this at the end of the program to faculty and students.

Immersion Overview



The School’s small scale facilitates an individualized experience 
and fosters a close and dynamic relationship between the 
participants, M. Arch. students, faculty, scholars, visiting 
lecturers and staff. Participants contribute to daily community 
life in activities such preparing meals, planning events, and 
engaging with the larger community at Arcosanti.

Immersion Overview



The School of Architecture is pleased to announce our Spring 
2022 Immersion Program, our first Immersion experience 
located at our new Arcosanti campus.
 
As with previous Immersion programs, students participate in 
an experience that elevates their architectural design skills and 
conceptual thinking through our school’s ethos of 
learning-by-doing. 

Spring 2022 Immersion



TSOA’s Spring 2022 Immersion Program will begin by 
examining particular elements of Arcosanti, its climate, geology, 
vegetation, and architecture, to inspire experimentation with 
materials and drawing techniques, and evolve these into an 
architectural proposal. 

Students will develop their own ways of modeling a landform 
that informs a building tectonic for their final projects. Students 
will engage in a process of feedback and iteration between the 
building and landscape as mutual entities. A wide variety of 
digital and physical outputs, from material studies to models 
and drawings, will be produced over the course of the 8 weeks.

The final project, a landscape learning pavilion, will respond to 
an existing landscape feature or process discovered at 
Arcosanti through display, demonstration, and/or intervention.

Landscape Learning Pavilion



Material operations such as mounding, casting, contouring, or 
carving are examples of how students will build their experimental 
landscape model. Developing craft and material knowledge will 
become the primary lens through which students will make spatial 
discoveries during the program.







Engagements

● Joint activities/crits with TSOA Studio 3 and 

Arco Elective taught by Visiting Teaching 

Fellows Roundhouse Platform

● Arcosanti land use/geology/plant walks

● Arcosanti Ceramics Studio workshops with 

TSOA Studio 3

● Arcosanti Metal Foundry workshop

● Arcosanti Agriculture Program tours

https://sites.google.com/usc.edu/roundhouse


Weekly Schedule (Example)
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Mondays and Wednesdays will be the primary studio days, with Friday afternoons reserved for activities, events, field trips, additional desk crits, work 
sessions, etc. Presentations and skills tutorials to follow a weekly rhythm. Schedule is subject to change.



Frank Lloyd Wright on Desert Living, November 29, 1952

“A characteristic thing in the desert here is, of course, the desert 
itself. And I have always regarded it as the greatest lesson in 
construction. Form following function if you like — or form and 
function being one — that exists. The saguaro is the greatest 
example of a skyscraper that was ever built. I don’t think we have 
ever built one similarly — on the same principle. We could.

Then these chollas, this beautiful blonde of the desert that is as 
wicked as anything that ever existed. It has little fish hooks for 
foliage that get you if you don’t watch out. They call it the jumping 
cholla, because as you pass by, if there is a little wind or 
something, one of those marvelous little hedgehogs will detach 
itself and bounce at you. And it takes but the slightest touch. That 
is what surprises me. The slightest touch and it will hook. Did 
anyone ever see one under a microscope – those barbs? I never 
have. I would like to see how it is fashioned so that it will hook in 
with the slightest touch.”



Apply to TSOA Immersion
January 18 - March 11, 2022

https://theschoolofarchitecture.edu/immersion-program/

