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Who We Are

Pictured
Student-led earth-
building workshop

At The School of Architecture, 
we offer a contemporary design 
education based on Frank Lloyd 
Wright’s philosophy of learning 
by doing, experimentation, and 
building with the landscape. We 
strive to bring lasting innovation, 
equity, and sustainability to the 
diverse communities that we 
serve.  

The School offers one  
of the most experimental 
curricula in the country centered 
on studio-based, hands-on, 
integrative learning. 

TSOA offers the following 
programs:
•  Master of Architecture
•   Master of Science in 

Architecture
•  Immersion Experience

Our unique Shelter Program 
is the capstone design-build 
experience of the M.Arch 
degree that continues a 
tradition established by 
Wright and the apprentices in 
1937. 

Our Master of Architecture 
degree is accredited by 
the National Architectural 
Accrediting Board (NAAB), 
the sole agency authorized 
to accredit U.S. professional 
degree programs in 
architecture. 
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Pictured
Student Shelter design-build 
project at sunrise Core Values

All classes and experiences 
at the school are built on the 
following shared values and 
outcomes.

Learning By Doing 
through hands-on, immersive, 
and interactive experiences 
both within and beyond 
the classroom typical of a 
graduate school of design. The 
students learn to be leaders in 
their community as well as in 
their field.

Material Knowledge and 
Experimentation,
recognizing that the materials 
we work with are directly 
impacted by their embodied 
relationships within society, 
culture, and climate.

Immersive Learning, bringing 
students, faculty, and staff 
into a communal living 
environment, creating a 
holistic experience 
across academics and 
community life. 
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“Our school focuses on the relationships between the natural 
world and the human-made environment, the role of craft and 
“making” in architecture, and the use of experimental materials 
and technologies. Our students are encouraged to respect and 
work within the landscapes around them while developing their 
own innovative concepts and projects.”

—  C H R I S  L A S C H 
    P R E S I D E N T,  T S O A

“The School of Architecture has the strongest culture of 
hands-on and experiential learning that I have encountered, 
augmented by the intimate scale of the school’s community. 
Students, along with a number of faculty and staff, live on 
campus together which fosters a real sense of closeness 
between different roles at the school where typically there 
is more distance. This in turn produces many more informal 
contexts for sharing knowledge and resources within the school 
as well as with the larger community of Arcosanti where the 
school is located. I am most excited about how these conditions 

can inspire new, fresh formats for learning and making.”

—  S T E P H A N I E  L I N
    D E A N ,  T S O A

Pictured Left
Chris Lasch, President

Pictured Right
Stephanie Lin, Dean
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At The School of Architecture, 
you will explore architecture 
through design, the 
environment, community, 
professional practice, history 
and theory, and the arts.

Life at TSOA gives you the 
opportunity to experience 
design concepts and 
processes, getting out of the 
studio to look, feel, and create 
from the ground up. 

Pictured
A workshop with Mexico 
City firm, LANZA Atelier

Our School
You will leave TSOA  
with a sense of pride and 
responsibility for your own 
social, political, and ecological 
communities.
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TSOA’s Master of Science 
(MS.Arch) in Design-Build is 
a new 1.5-year (3-semester) 
post-professional MS.Arch 
program that engages the 
School’s unique approach to 
hands-on learning and material 
experimentation, situated 
within our stunning campuses 
at Arcosanti and Cosanti. The 
program offers a 36 credit-
hour, post-professional degree 
that is open to all students 
holding a professional degree in 
architecture, such as a B.Arch, 
M.Arch or equivalent degree.

The curriculum incorporates 
new courses and studios 
specific to the MS.Arch track, 
along with shared courses 
between the two programs 
(MS.Arch and M.Arch) with 
an emphasis on construction 
knowledge, sustainability 
in the built environment, 
architectural fabrication and 
a research driven approach 
to material experimentation. 
Central to the MS.Arch 
program is a design-build 
studio project at a collective 
scale.

Pictured
Students and Faculty 
at Arcosanti campus

MS Arch
Overview
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Fall Credits

ARC 801 Design-Build Prototype 6

ARC 811 Workshop - New Materials 2

ARC 631 Communicate Design 3 2

(Elective) 2

(Elective) 2

Fall Total 14

Spring Credits

ARC 802 Design-Build – Construct 6

ARC 812 Workshop – Interdisciplinary 3

ARC 632 Communicate Design 4 2

(Elective) 2

Spring Total 13

Summer Credits

Experimental Studio 5

(Elective) 2

(Elective) 2

Summer Total 9

Year 1 Total 36

Curriculum
In the first  semester 
(Fall), students engage in 
studio work that focuses 
on fabrication at the scale 
of a temporary prototype 
or installation around a 
chosen public program, 
complemented by a 
workshop course in material 
experimentation. Non-studio 
coursework includes an 
advanced design technology 
seminar and two electives.

In the second semester 
(Spring), students work 
collectively on a temporary 
public design-build project. 
An interdisciplinary elective 
course that develops 
programming for the 
design-build project runs 
concurrently with the build. 
Non-studio coursework 
includes an advanced design 
technology seminar and an 
elective.

Students oversee the 
operations and programming 
of their built structure 
through the end of the 
final Summer semester as 
a 5-credit experimental 
studio, while producing 
new documentation and 
design work around the built 
project. An additional two 
electives may include courses 
or Architectural Practice 
(AP) Project work, offering 
students the opportunity to 
work on real-world, client-
based project that align with 
the social and environmental 
priorities of the school.
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Pictured
Studio Work
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Pictured
Richard Sanchez
constructing Shelter

“The Shelter Program is a proving ground for
your ideas. It tests you physically, mentally,
emotionally, and intellectually, but it also
puts you in the position to fully manifest and
realize your ideas. Ideas are revealed through
the process which I don't think otherwise
would happen if you simply did a regular
thesis. The Shelter Program is evolving, just
as the school is evolving. We are pushing our
idea of ‘shelter’ to new bounds, not just as
physical constructions, but as fully fleshed
out projects."

—  R I C H A R D  S A N C H E Z 
    C L A S S  O F  ' 2 2

W E  A R E  P U S H I N G  O U R  I D E A  
O F  ‘ S H E LT E R ’  T O  N E W  B O U N D S

Shelters
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Pictured
TSOA Shelters at Arcosanti 
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Modeled after Wright’s mid-
century Usonian works, our 
Usonia 21 program and ongoing
elective is a new interdisciplinary 
initiative focused on developing 
student-led design and building 
projects in underserved 
communities, with an emphasis 
on innovative affordable housing 
and economic development. 

Pictured Above
U21 site visit to the
Pitt Family Farm in Elm
City, NC, 2021

Pictured Below
Student Tiny Home
Design for Sea Breeze, NC

Usonia 21
Program

As a form of service learning
that expands on TSOA’s 
tradition of learning by doing, 
Usonia 21 enables students 
to collaborate with local 
communities to address 
issues of sustainability, equity, 
and racial justice through 
architecture.
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Our small-scale school boasts 
world-class faculty, yearly 
Teaching Fellows, and visiting 
guest lecturers. Our faculty 
are leading members of the 
architectural community, 
dedicated to the school’s 
mission of providing new 
formats of hands-on learning 
unique to their own expertise.

Core Faculty Members Are:

Chris Lasch
President and Core Faculty

Stephanie Lin
Dean and Core Faculty

Matthew Trzebiatowski
Core Faculty

Pictured
TSOA Faculty member 
Lloyd Natof and student at 
Shelter construction site

Faculty



The School of Architecture13

Past &  Present
Fellows include:

•  Daniel Ayat
•  Noémie Despland-Lichtert 

& Brendan Shea
•  Leah Wulfman
•  Stephanie Sang Delgado
•  Sarosh Anklesaria
•  Ryan Scavnicky
•  Cruz Garcia 

& Nathalie Frankowski
•  Nicole Mcintosh
•  Cristina Murphy 

& Andrea Bertassi

Pictured
2022 Teaching 
Fellow Daniel Ayat 
with Guest Lecturers 
LANZA Atelier

Teaching 
Fellows

The Teaching Fellows are 
emerging practitioners and 
academics who are invited 
to the school on a yearly 
basis, allowing the students 
to benefit from new voices 
and perspectives in an ever-
evolving discipline.
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Pictured
Guest Lecturer Eddie Jones with 
President Chris Lasch Lecture Series

The School continues to host 
esteemed, interdisciplinary 
speakers from all over the 
world. Speakers will often 
stay for several days, hosting 
a workshop, or giving desk 
crits, providing students 
with unparalleled networking 
opportunities. 

Following lectures, students 
play host to the speaker 
and guests by designing 
and preparing a dinner.
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Pictured
The view from the 
Red Room, a classroom 
at Arcosanti

Located in Arizona, our 
campuses at Cosanti and 
Arcosanti are both significant 
cultural and historical sites 
of experimental architecture. 
Our campuses offer students 
an immersive experience in 
spaces and studios designed 
for learning and project-based 
work, along with outdoor 
space for experimental 
building and construction.  

Campuses
At Arcosanti, an 
experimental city and urban 
laboratory, students join a 
thriving and vibrant resident 
community engaged in the 
arts, design and agricultural 
activities on site. 
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Pictured
Guest Lecture by Chen + 
Suchart at Cosanti

Cosanti in Paradise Valley, AZ 
is undergoing renovations to 
provide studio, classroom, 
presentation and fabrication 
spaces for students and 
faculty.

Our Phoenix-adjacent campus 
plays host to workshops, 
lectures, alumni reunions, and 
other public events hosted by 
the school.

Cosanti
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Pictured
TSOA Studio

Arcosanti Located an hour north  
of Phoenix, Arcosanti sits  
nestled in the wilderness  
of Arizona’s high desert.

Facilities at Arcosanti include 
generous studio space, a 
carpentry and metal shop, 
digital fabrication equipment, 
a library, study areas, lecture 
rooms and performance 
spaces.

Students enjoy access to 
outdoor amenities such as 
the outdoor student lounge, 
walking trails, and community 
pool.
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Pictured
View from Cinders, a student 
shelter project

TSOA has unbridled access 
to a natural landscape at our 
Arcosanti campus, which sits 
at the edge of a mesa.

This fosters hands-on 
research through fieldwork, 
long-term connections to 
the land that we steward, 
and an understanding of the 
impacts of climate change on 
local ecologies as integral to 
TSOA’s mission contribute to a 
sustainable future.

Landscape
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Pictured
Students enjoying a 
communal dinner on 
the pool deck

Community
At TSOA, your educational 
experience transcends the 
walls of the classroom. 
Life at TSOA is distinctively 
formed around a community 
of students, faculty, and 
staff who live, eat, and work 
together. 

This immersive culture 
weaves together interactions 
within the classroom, in the 
landscape, and in daily life, 
fostering a lifestyle in which 
architectural and artistic 
discourse happen in many 
more informal contexts than 
is typical of a graduate school 
of design. 
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Pictured
Student’s fly Tomas 
Saraceno’s Aerocene during 
a  guest workshop led by 
SFMOMA curator Joseph 
Becker

Since the days of Frank Lloyd 
Wright, apprentices were 
encouraged to engage the 
arts through performance, 
music, and other workshops 
in the allied arts. Today, TSOA 
continues this tradition. 
Students explore the outside 
arts through workshops, 
electives, and their studio 
classes.

Our facilities include state-of 
the-art venues for events and 
performances.

Events &
Workshops



The School of Architecture 21

Pictured
2022 Graduation Our Alumni

From the early days of John 
Lautner as an apprentice of 
Wright, to Marion Mahony 
Griffin as one of the first 
licensed female architects 
in the world, to Wendell 
Burnette, an internationally-
recognized, Arizona-based 
architect, we continue to 
produce leaders of both our 
community and our discipline.

Of our latest graduates, 
80% have gone on to pursue 
careers in Architecture. Of this 
group, 80% plan to become 
licensed Architects, and 20% 
are currently working towards 
licensure. Our remaining 
graduates are pursuing 
careers in a Design field. 

We are proud of our alumni!
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F A L L  2 0 2 3  D E A D L I N E S

Early Action Deadline

January 15, 2023
Application & Fee Deadline

January 30, 2023
Portfolio & Letters of 
Recommendation Deadline

General Deadline

April 15, 2023
Application & Fee Deadline

April 30, 2023
Portfolio & Letters of 
Recommendation Deadline

Apply 
Now

S P R I N G  2 0 2 4  D E A D L I N E S

Early Action Deadline

August 15, 2023
Application & Fee Deadline

August 30, 2023
Portfolio & Letters of 
Recommendation Deadline

General Deadline

October 15, 2023
Application & Fee Deadline

October 30, 2023
Portfolio & Letters of 
Recommendation Deadline

V I S I T

tsoa.edu/apply 

I N Q U I R E

admissions@tsoa.edu


